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no improvement is noticed after four or five weeks, the treatment may be abandoned and the animal removed from the herd. Painting the skin over the swelling with tincture of iodine may be tried. During the treatment the milk-flow will decrease. It should be discarded since the drug is eliminated through the milk.
Treatment, surgical or otherwise, should not be attempted unless the animal is valuable. Exception might be made in the case of an animal in the early stages of the disease when the swelling is small. In this instance either or both treatments could be tried. If no headway is made, the animal should be slaughtered.
Even though actinomycosis is not often transmitted directly from cow to cow, it is thought best to keep the diseased ones away from the remainder of the herd. They should not be permitted on pasture if they are discharging pus from an open abscess. This will lead to a widespread infection of the resulting hay crop. It is the consensus of opinion that whenever a large number of animals in a herd are infected they all contract it from the same source, namely the feed.
JOHNE'S DISEASE
This is an infectious disease of cattle. It was named after the man who first described the causal germ. In some respects Johne's disease resembles tuberculosis and, therefore, has often been called para-tuberculosis to indicate this relationship. A true relationship does not actually exist. Other names sometimes used are dysentery and chronic or constant enteritis. In Europe animals affected with this disease are popularly termed wasters or piners because of the run-down or unthrifty appearance. Johne's disease, like many others, was imported into the United States from Europe through the purchase of infected dairy-cows. This disease attacks cattle chiefly but has been described in sheep. All breeds of cattle are susceptible.
Johne's disease has not been given much publicity in